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ecliptic," and of I, 2, which gives the number of revo-
lutions of the node of the Moon in a yuga, the word
gatva ("having gone") seems to imply, as Parame-
svara says, a knowledge of the revolution of the nodes
of the planets and to indicate that Aryabhata in-
tended merely to give their positions at the time his
treatise was composed. The force of gatvd continues
into the second line and indicates a knowledge of the
revolutions of the apsides.

Aryabhata gives figures for the revolutions of the
apsis and node of the Moon. Other siddhantas give
figures for the revolutions of the nodes and apsides of
all the planets. These seem to be based on theory
rather than on observation since their motion (except
in the case of the Moon) is so slow that it would take
several thousand years for them to move so far that
their motion could easily be detected by ordinary
methods of observation.1 Aryabhata may have re-
frained from giving figures for the revolutions of nodes
and apsides (except in the case of the Moon) because
he distrusted the figures given in earlier books as
based on theory rather than upon accurate observa-
tion. Brahmagupta XI, 8 (quoted above to stanza 2)
remarks in criticism of Aryabhata that in the Dasa-
gltika the nodes are stationary while in the Arya-
stasata they move. This refers to I, 2 and IV, 2. In
the Dasagltika only the revolutions of the nodes of
the Moon are given; in the Aryastasata the nodes and
apsides are said explicitly to move along the ecliptic.
In the present stanza the word gatva seems clearly to

1 Cf. Suryasiddhanta, pp. 27-28.